Confirmation 2012
Your son or daughter may be eligible to be confirmed in Spring, 2012. This means that they will be able to become fully initiated into the Church by their own choice and with the support of parents, friends, family and community. Beautifully stated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church #1285, “For by the sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, true witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed.” This is your young person’s opportunity to build on the gift of faith that you have offered and modeled to them all of their lives.  

Please use the summer break to discuss with your young person the Confirmation process. The first question for them from you is, “do they desire to be confirmed this upcoming year?” If the answer is no, it can always happen at a later time in their lives. 

As parents/guardians of these young people there is preparation that is necessary in order for them to respect and complete the Confirmation process. First and foremost is weekly attendance at Mass. Second is attendance at the nine Confirmation Prep sessions that will be on the calendar and third is completion of the necessary assignments.

You will have the option of either Thursday’s from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. or Sundays from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The first sessions will begin Sunday, November 13th and Thursday, November 17th. It will be necessary to register for one or the other but it will be an option to attend the other session if your schedule necessitates a change. Please just let me know in advance.

On Thursday, November 3, 2011, there will be a Parent/Teen Meeting. All of the young people seeking Confirmation are required to be at this meeting with an adult. Please do not send your child alone. The meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. As you prepare for school, sports, music, or any other activities please be certain that Confirmation receives a high priority in the midst of all the busyness. You will know the dates for each session well in advance.  The Confirmation Retreat is Saturday, February 4, 2012 .The bus will leave St. Blase @ 11:00 a.m. and return @ 6:00 p.m.  The Retreat House is in Oxford Michigan. The retreat is an essential requirement of the Confirmation process so again as you are planning your calendars in advance please highlight this important date. 

Another significant date to plan for in advance will be Monday, November 28th @ 7:00 p.m. Each young person being confirmed will be required to attend with their parent or sponsor, this will be an Instructional Mass for new changes to the Roman Missal. The very next night, Tuesday, November 29th, there will be a repeat designed for children and this may be an alternative date but Monday would be most beneficial to your teen. 

As well as several activities and assignments to be completed throughout the year, there are four prayers that your young person will be tested on and required to know. If these are not prayers already committed to memory, the summer would be a wonderful opportunity for them to memorize and pray them.
These four essential prayers are: 

OUR FATHER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Amen

GLORY BE

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

 Amen

ACT OF CONTRITION

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong, and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.

Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.

Amen

HAIL MARY

Hail Mary, full of grace! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.

Amen

No young person will be confirmed without knowing these prayers. We will quiz two prayers at a session, then two prayers at another session. On a third session we will quiz all four prayers. Anyone that does not complete the prayers by that third session will need to come with their parent, meet with me and complete the prayer in the presence of their parent/guardian. For everyone’s sake, please quiz your children well in advance. 

This community is very fortunate to have a very experienced team of catechist that works with me and we work very hard to make this an upbeat, important and yes, enjoyable journey for the young people that you have so generously entrusted to us. With your help and cooperation Confirmation can be a joyful and affirming experience. I am always glad to meet with you at any time when a need arises for either problems or question that you have. The gift of faith that you are handing on to your child is the gift that will never stop giving, both to your child and you. 
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